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214 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILOLOGY. 

Zur Konstruktion von licet, von Emory B. Lease. From the 
Archiv fur lat. Lexikographie und Grammatik, XI (1898), 
pp. 9-26. 

The results reached in this paper are so important (they are 
characterized by Wolfflin as "vollkommen neu ") that it seems 
fitting to give them a wider circulation among American readers 
than they would have in their original form, and a somewhat fuller 
presentation than the demands of space would perhaps allow them 
in the regular reports on the Archiv. For, although that journal 
is now fortunately on a secure financial basis, it claims but the 
modest number of 460 subscribers, of whom, naturally, only a 
small proportion are Americans. 

The greater part of this thorough-going investigation is devoted 
to the use of licet with the pass, inf., of which Kuhner, Ausfiihr- 
liche Grammatik, II 530, Antnerk. 5, merely remarks that it is 
less frequent than that with the act. inf., a wholly inadequate and 
misleading statement. As a matter of fact, the construction is not 
only rare, but it is actually bad Latin, and as such should find no 
place at all in our school grammars. True, it is found in Cicero, 
but this is still another instance of the great orator's freedom in 
innovation, and further testimony to the fact that he cannot be 
regarded as in all respects a model of classical style. 

The construction appears first in Cornificius, for the single 
instance in Ter. Eun. prol. 39 is due to a species of zeugma, as 
the poet begins his sentence with act. or deponent infinitives, then 
has two passives, and concludes with actives and deponents. 
Cicero has nearly 50 examples (against some 500 of the inf. act.), 
among which the formula licet intellegi occurs most frequently. 
Caesar, who is also in other respects much more conservative than 
Cicero, has 22 cases of the act. inf., and but one of the pass., and 
that in the unrevised Bell. Civ. (3, 28). Livy shows the influence 
of Cicero's oratorical works by furnishing eight examples of the 
pass, inf., but he was not followed by the great stylists of the 
Silver Age. Seneca has but a single instance, against 200 of the 
inf. act.; and Quintilian but one against 80. The construction is 
used but sparingly in the Silver Age, and finally disappears, to be 
revived by Tertullian and to some extent by the later Latin 
writers. Here the influence of Cicero might be suspected, even 
without the significant fact that his formulas (such as licet intellegi) 
frequently recur. It is comparatively frequent in the Digests, 
chiefly in Ulpian, and here too the influence of Cicero, and per- 
haps also that of the early jurists, may be inferred. 

The origin of the construction is traced to the influence of potest 
{=pote est), and of est = licet, since licet and potest with the pass, 
inf. frequently occur side by side, and most of Cicero's formulas 
with licet have parallels with potest. 

As regards the case constructions, the ace. with licet is found to 
be exceptional, while the regular case is the dat. The dat. is 
omitted, and the infin. used absolutely, in statements addressed 
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to a general public, i. e. in grammatical and rhetorical works, and 
in poetry. It is expressed when a particular person is addressed, 
and so is regularly found in orations and in juristic writings. 
Concerning the use of a predicate noun or pronoun a new rule of 
style is formulated — namely, that in the case of persons two datives 
should be used, while with other words ('sachliche Begriffe,' such 
as oratio, animus, patria, etc.) two accusatives were the rule 
from about 55 B. C. on. Fronto first uses diebus el noctibus by a 
kind of personification. 

The use of licet as a conjunction developed from the paratactic 
construction, the subj. being an independent potential, and is not 
of frequent occurrence. Plautus has but one case (in Asin. 718), 
and although found in Cicero, it is not used by Caes., Hirt., Bell. 
Afr., Sail., or Nep. The indie, with licet appears first in Appu- 
leius, who, however, also uses the subj., and occurs sporadically 
in later Latin. 

By a kind of " Tempusverschiebung " the perf. act. inf. with licet 
occurs sometimes in poetry, possibly first in Cic. Aratea, 669 ; 
then in Virg., Hor., Ov., Luc, Sen., Mart, and Iuv. The word 
most frequently used is dixisse, and a favorite position is at the 
close of a pentameter verse. This usage made its way into prose 
in Sen. Phil., and Petron. 

So also the past tense of the subj., where the strict sequence 
would of course require the primary tenses, is found as early as 
Bell. Hisp. 16, 3; then in Mart., Iuv., Paneg., Eccl. 

This brief outline aims merely at calling attention to Professor 
Lease's study, and presenting some of its salient features. It of 
necessity does scant justice to the great amount of valuable and 
interesting material which he has collected, by which the con- 
clusions summarized above are supported. A complete list, 
chronologically arranged, is given of Cicero's formulas with licet 
and the pass. inf. which occur but once, and a list of the writers 
who avoid the pass. inf. altogether, with the number of cases of 
licet with the act. inf. in each. A number of cases oilicitum est, 
etc., are added to the collection in the Neue-Wagener Formen- 
lehre, IIP, p. 661, and statements of Schmalz in the Antibar- 
barus and the Lat. Syntax are corrected or modified. 

University of Michigan. J OHN (_.. K.OLFE. 



A, ab, abs. John C. Rolfe. [Reprint from Archiv f. latein. 
Lexicographic, X, pp. 465-505.] 

Classical philologists have watched with interest the lexicon 
articles which have appeared from time to time in the Archiv f. 
latein. Lexicog., as these articles have not only presented new and 
interesting lexical material, but have also shown what we may 
expect in the Thesaurus linguae Latinae, which, projected by 
Wolfflin, is now being prepared under the auspices of the Royal 



